
Summer Reading for Honors English 10 

*Disclaimer: Some of these books contain language, plotlines, details, 
and/or situations that some may find objectionable.  Please do not select 
books that you or your parents find offensive.  Please consult a 
librarian, sales associate, or online review with any questions about the 
propriety of the books.  Also, feel free to email me at 
aslopek@springfieldlocal.us with any book or assignment questions. 

Contemporary selection: Pick a book of your choice OR one 
from the list below 
November Blues by Sharon Draper 
The Battle of Jericho by Sharon Draper 
Tears of a Tiger by Sharon Draper 
Forged by Fire by Sharon Draper 
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time Indian by Sherman Alexie 
Whale Talk by Chris Crutcher 
Running Loose by Chris Crutcher 
Ironman by Chris Crutcher 
Stotan by Chris Crutcher 
Scythe by Neal Schusterman 
Dry by Neal Shusterman 
Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson 
Twisted by Laurie Halse Anderson 
Sunrise over Fallujah by Walter Dean Myers 
We Were Liars by E. Lockhart 
An Abundance of Katherines by John Green 
The Last Lecture by Randy Pausch 
The Mentor Leader by Tony Dungy 
The Disreputable History of Frankie Landau Banks by E. Lockhart 
The Pregnancy Project by Gaby Rodriguez 
Lies my Teacher Told Me by James W. Loewen 
7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens by Sean Covey 
I am Malala by Malala Yousefzai 
Mexican Whiteboy by Matt De La Pena 
The Notorious Benedict Arnold: A True Story of Adventure, Heroism and Treachery by Steve Sheinkin 
Undefeated by Steve Sheinkin 
Bomb by Steve Sheinkin 
Most Dangerous by Steve Sheinkin 

Assignment: 
Contemporary assignment: The objective of this assignment is to address Author Purpose.  
Why do you think your author wrote this book, in addition to the obvious purpose of 
entertainment?  What higher purpose might the book serve?  You will compose a 1 page 
reflection addressing these questions and anything else you want to mention when thinking of 
Author Purpose. (15 points) 

Classic selection: Pick One 
Brave New World by Aldous Huxley 
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Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury 
The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck 
Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte 
Sense and Sensibility by Jane Austen 
The Count of Monte Christo Alexandre Dumas 
1984 by George Orwell 
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain 
A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry 
The Once and Future King by T.H. White 
The Time Machine by H.G. Wells 
In Cold Blood by Truman Capote 

Classics assignment: For your classics assignment you will make a case for why this book 
should, or should not, be considered a classic.  The first part of your argumentative essay will 
explore the novel, what it is about, and why it has been seen as a classic.  Next, you will provide 
your claim (and support for your claim) with regards to that book’s standing as a classic.  Make 
sure that you are presenting arguable evidence and staying away from personal opinion.  Lastly, 
you will come describe your final thoughts on whether or not the literary world should consider 
your selection a timeless, enduring, classic. (40 points) 

Sec$on 5-4 3-2 1-0
Claim Claim is clear and logical. Claim is adequate but 

misses the precision 
of the higher range.

 The author 
somewhat 
explains their 
claim but leaves 
much to be 
desired.

Evidence The author provides 
substan;al clear, 
thorough, reasonable, and 
factual evidence to 
support their claim.  

The author provides 
adequate clear, 
thorough, reasonable, 
and factual evidence 
to support their 
claim.

The author 
provides 
somewhat clear, 
thorough, 
reasonable, and 
factual evidence 
to support their 
claim. 



Rubric for Contemporary/Choice Reading Essay 

Style Author employs an 
engaging, a?en;on 
grabbing style, evident 
with sophis;cated word 
choices, sentence 
structures, and 
organiza;onal planning.

Author employs an 
adequate style, 
evident with 
appropriate word 
choices, sentence 
structures, and 
organiza;onal 
planning.

Author employs a 
basic style, evident 
with run-of-the-
mill word choices, 
sentence 
structures, and 
organiza;onal 
planning.

Sec$on 9-10 Best 6-8 Be>er 2-5 
Average

0-1 
Insufficient

Classic Summary The author thoroughly 
explains their choice 
to the reader and fully 
addresses why the 
book is considered a 
classic.

The author 
adequately 
explains their 
choice to the 
reader and 
addresses why the 
book is considered 
a classic

 The author 
somewhat 
explains their 
choice to the 
reader and half-
heartedly 
addresses why 
the book is 
considered a 
classic

The author 
does li?le to 
explain their 
choice and 
address the 
book as a 
classic.

Author’s claim to 
classic status

Author clearly and 
fully states their claim 
as to whether or not 
the book should be 
considered a classic.

Author adequately 
states their claim 
as to whether or 
not the book 
should be 
considered a 
classic.

Author 
somewhat 
states their 
claim as to 
whether or not 
the book should 
be considered a 
classic.

Claim is 
unclear, 
haphazard, 
and/or 
unrecognizabl
e.

Evidence The author provides 
substan;al clear, 
thorough, reasonable, 
and factual evidence 
to support their claim 
to classic status.  

The author 
provides adequate 
clear, thorough, 
reasonable, and 
factual evidence to 
support their claim 
to classic status.  

The author 
provides 
somewhat 
clear, thorough, 
reasonable, and 
factual 
evidence to 
support their 
claim to classic 
status.  

The author 
does li?le to 
explain for or 
against classic 
status.



Rubric for Classic Essay

Style Author employs an 
engaging, a?en;on 
grabbing style, evident 
with sophis;cated 
word choices, 
sentence structures, 
and organiza;onal 
planning.

Author employs an 
adequate style, 
evident with 
appropriate word 
choices, sentence 
structures, and 
organiza;onal 
planning.

Author employs 
a basic style, 
evident with 
run-of-the-mill 
word choices, 
sentence 
structures, and 
organiza;onal 
planning.

The essay 
shows li?le or 
no style.


